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trans-PLANTS seizes the opportunity to address chronic challenges of High Park, within 
a larger strategy to revegetate, soften, and improve the overall condition of the Toronto 
waterfront edge.  
 
By identifying receiving sites for trans-plants, and by dedicating a large part of the park 
to the growth and propagation of plant material - giving sites - trans-PLANTS re-
organizes High Park and the western waterfront, to the benefit of both. 
 
Phragmites australis, or the common read, is a perennial grass found throughout coastal 
and interior wetlands, riparian corridors, roadside ditches and other disturbed areas 
within the Great Lakes basin. In High Park and along the Toronto waterfront, phragmites 
is abundant and restoration efforts have tried many measures to control its spread. 
trans-PLANTS capitalizes upon the abundance, quick growth, and resilience of 
phragmites to build landscapes in High Park, the western waterfront, and beyond. This is 
achieved through the re-constitution of phragmites in three forms (bundles, mulch, and 
mats), each offering a unique new role in the landscape. 
 
trans-PLANTS uses the language of port infrastructure, re-envisioning typologies such 
as docks, slipways, channels, and boardwalks. These forms enable the exchange of 
vegetation between Grenadier pond and receiving sites throughout High Park, the 
western waterfront and beyond. 
 
The design of trans-PLANTS is achieved through a phased approach that begins by 
reconnecting High Park and to the waterfront via new hydrological connections between 
Grenadier Pond, Spring Creek, and Lake Ontario. The park is established as an as an 
exchange hub, taking in flows, and converting them to facilitate the propagation of native 
and locally adapted plants. The construction of phragmites-based marsh mats are then 
trans-planted [to] priority sites within High Park, to sites [throughout] High Park and the 
western waterfront, and to sites reaching [beyond]. 
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Boardwalks allow pedestrians to walk through 
marsh and shoreline habitats, without disturbing 
the vegeation, and without getting wet.

boardwalks

Docks enable access to open water, and provide 

growing season. Docks also allow boats, both 
recretational and utilitarian, to moor safely along the 
waterfront and the shores of Grenadier Pond.

docks

Slipways mediate the terrestrial and aquatic 
environments using an inclined, low friction surface. 
Slips are used as both a means of transporting 
plants to boats from the terraced gardens, and as 
gradually sloped receiving sites that accomodate 
a variety of thermal and hydrologic environments, 
and provide shelter for planted mats.

slipways

Slipways mediate the terrestrial and aquatic 
environments using an inclined, low friction surface. 
Slips are used as both a means of transporting 
plants to boats from the terraced gardens, and as 
a gradually sloping receiving site that accomodates 
a variety of thermal and hydrologic environments, 1:4000

channels

trans-PLANTS uses the language of port infrastructure, reinvisioning typologies such as docks, 
slipways, channels, and boardwalks. These forms enable the exchange of vegetation between 
Grenadier pond and receiving sites throughout High Park, the western waterfront and beyond. 

1.  Channels
2.  Slipways - loading
3.  Docks
4.  Spring Creek Boardwalk

GIVING SITES 
5.  Terraced Greenhouse and Aquatic Nursery
6.  Terraced Nursery Gardens
7.  Pollinator Garden
8.  Grenadier Pond Boat House

RECEIVING SITES
9.  Spring Creek Receiving Sites
10.   Sensory Gardens
11.  Upland Prairie

GIVING & RECEIVING
12.  Public Greenhouse and Nursery
13.  High Park Forest School and Nature Complex

trans-plants TO
PHASE 2 -

This phase establishes High Park as an exchange 

the propagation of native and locally adapted 
plants. Longer-growing woody shrubs and trees are 
propagated in the greenhouse and transplanted outside 
for use in future phases, and to create microclimates for 
the growth of other species.
Locally collected seeds of native wetland plants, and 
remediating species are germinated in the aquatic 
nursery. These plants are then brought to mature 

These marsh mats are then trans-planted TO 

3-10 years...

reconnect & restrict
PHASE 1 -

This phase includes the following:
Restricting vehicle access to High Park 
Establishing new hydrologic connections between
Grenadier Pond, Spring Creek, and Lake Ontario via 
existing and new underpass structures

Queensway
Raising of the Queensway to height of Gardiner and 
CN rail corridor
Establishing new path network through High Park, 
connecting to the waterfront, prioritizing routes that 
follow ridges, to reduce disturbance to creek banks 
and waterways

1-2 years...

This phase transplants aquatic and terrestrial plants 
grown in the greenhouses, and extensive terraced 
plantations THROUGHOUT the High Park and 

phase 1 are planted, as vegetation is transported by 
boat to receiving sites.

PHASE 3 -
trans-plants THROUGHOUT

11-15 years...

In this phase, plants propagated in High Park are 
deployed BEYOND the western waterfront, and High 

nursery and sold to visitors, to be planted in gardens 

plants used in waterfront designs throughout Toronto, 

and who’s impacts reach BEYOND.

PHASE 4 -
trans-plants BEYOND

16-25 years...etc
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